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Title 
Develop Best Available Techniques (BAT) lists for reducing ammonia and GHG emissions from livestock 
housing, manure storage and spreading  

Submitted by: 
SuMaNu project platform 

Description of measure 
Best Available Techniques (BAT) lists for reducing ammonia and GHG emissions from livestock housing, 
manure storage and spreading should be jointly developed for the Baltic Sea Region and adopted by 
each country for all livestock producers. Currently, on the EU level, only industrial-sized poultry and pig 
farms are obliged to follow the BAT reference documents published by the Joint Research Center 
according to the Industrial Emissions Directive. Cattle and dairy farms are excluded from the regulation 
regardless of their size. Considering the difficulties in significantly reducing the negative impacts of 
agriculture on the environment and climate, it is time to require all livestock operations to abide by 
BATs.  

Activity:  
Agriculture  

Pressure: 
Input of phosphorous 
Input of nitrogen 

State: 
Nutrients 

Extent of impact: 
 

Effectiveness of measure 
With best available technology the emissions can be significantly reduced. Different techniques, e.g. 
slurry acidification, have been tested in regional projects and the results showed a large emission 
reduction potential.  
 

Cost, cost-effectiveness of measure: 
Since testing new technologies is expensive and time consuming, it would make most sense to jointly 
within the Baltic Sea Region (BSR) establish evaluation criteria and protocols for approval of new BATs as 
well as minimum performance levels for reducing ammonia and GHG emissions to be included on the 
list. A jointly approved and developed BAT list would not only be more resource effective than each 
country evaluating and developing its own list, but it would also speed the assimilation of new innovative 
techniques into practice across the BSR.  
 

Feasibility: 
 

Follow-up of measure: 
 

Background material: 
 



References 
http://balticslurry.eu/ 
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/eur-scientific-and-technical-research-reports/best-available-
techniques-bat-reference-document-intensive-rearing-poultry-or-pigs 
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